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  PICTURED ABOVE: THE BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPING SURROUNDING THE VILLAGE HALL.  IN THIS ISSUE: 

 

Welcome to the new format of 
our Village newsletter! In addition 
to the Board Briefs, which we 
publish periodically, the Bedford 
Quarterly will be distributed on a 
quarterly basis. This is the first 
production by our new Village 
Clerk, Yvette Solis.  

Administrative Changes 
The Village has been 
concentrating our efforts on a 
number of major issues in 2016. 
With the retirements of Village 
Clerk Carol Lumpkins, Deputy 
Clerk Jan Kmitch, Village 
Administrator Frank Basile, and 
Public Works Superintendent 
Jack Edwards, the Village lost 4 
long-serving and dedicated staff 
members that did a tremendous 
job for our residents and 
businesses. Yvette Solis was 
appointed as our Village Clerk. 
Yvette is a resident and holds a 

B.A. in Business from St. Xavier 
University. Carla Murray, also a 
resident, has joined our office 
staff as an Administrative 
Assistant. She holds a B.A. from 
Trinity College. Dyane Joiner has 
moved from the Fire Department 
to our Administrative Office, and 
she has a B.A. in Business from 
Lewis University. Jill Olszak is the 
new Administrative Assistant at 
the Fire Department, and she has 
a B.A. from Western Illinois 
University. Marilyn Curnutte was 
appointed as Chief Administrative 
Officer and has taken over many 
of Mr. Basile’s responsibilities in 
finance, budgeting, and 
insurance. Marilyn has a B.S. in 
Accounting from University of 
Illinois-Chicago. Kevin Ormins has 
taken over as Public Works 
Superintendent. Kevin is a 
resident and has served the Public 
Works Department for a number  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introducing the Bedford Quarterly! 

 

 

The Village Picnic is coming! See 
page 6 for a reminder and more 
details on the event. 

The Village seniors had a blast at 
their Senior Prom! See pages 7 
and 8 for pictures and details.  

“Hi Neighbor” Picnic 

Senior Prom Highlights 
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of years, including time as 
foreman. All of the non-
supervisory positions were filled 
by testing. 

Business Developments 
We continue to work on potential 
business developments. The 
demolition of the former 
Landmark property and 
construction of the Speedway 
facility at the site should start 
soon. The hotel development at 
5401 W. 65th Street is scheduled 
to begin construction next spring. 
Westin will be the marquee brand 
at the site. The Village had a 
feasibility study completed to 
determine the possibility of 
developing a convention center, 
restaurants, and an industrial mall 
to help diversify business on 65th 
Street and to help generate 
revenue from the hotels. We are 
currently studying those 
proposed projects. The Village 
will proceed with these projects if 
they can be completed in a cost 
effective, low-risk and public 
partnership manner.  

Water Facility Upgrade 
The Village is also working on the 
completion of upgrades to our 
Central Avenue Water Facility. 
Superintendent Jim Gifford is 
spearheading this project. Kindly 
recall that the Village is the third 
largest user of Lake Michigan 
water behind Chicago and 
DuPage County. This project will 
complete the updates to all our 
facilities. 
 

  

Residential Projects 
Construction of a new home on 
66th Street is underway with 
construction of a neighboring 
home to begin by September. 
This will give us 3 new homes in a 
year’s time. This is our largest 
growth rate in new homes since 
the early 1960s.  

Police Dispatch Service 
Police Chief Dan Godfrey is 
working to merge our dispatch 
services with other municipalities 
to comply with state law 
mandating these combinations. 
Currently, the plan, which is 
subject to state approval, would 
be to consolidate with Summit 
and Hickory Hills. This process is 
extremely difficult and involves 
issues concerning personnel, 
finance, software, and service 
standards.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mini Golf Course 
Congratulations to Executive 
Director Kathleen Taloff and the 
Bedford Park District on the 
opening of the miniature golf 
facility. It is an impressive 
addition and should be enjoyed 
by many people. 

Fire Chiefs Association 
Fire Chief Sean Maloy has 
completed his term as President 
of the Illinois Fire Chiefs 
Association. Congratulations to 
Sean on this honor. 

Message from the Board 
The Village Board continues to 
strive to make Bedford Park the 
best place for our residents and 
businesses to prosper. 
 
 

Respectfully, 

David R. Brady 
Village President 
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Hello from the Bedford Park Public Works Department! The spring planting is blooming beautifully. The Village 
Hall landscaping along Archer Avenue is coming along great and is nearly complete. We will also be adding three 
flagpoles on the east side of the Village Hall.  

You also may have noticed that we’ve added several trees along Archer Avenue, and as time goes on, these trees 
should look really sharp. We’ve been trimming and regularly checking to make sure that the trees in the parkways 
are staying healthy.  

We soon will be painting the curbs and intersections in town, so please be cautious and patient around our summer 
help kids and workers so that we can all be safe out there.  

As most of you may know, Jack Edwards has retired. We would like to thank Jack for his many years of service.  

If you have any questions concerning Public Works, please call us Monday through Friday 7:30am-3:30pm at (708)-
458-4038. Have a great rest of your summer and see you at the picnic! 

 

 

 

Providing abundant, reliable, and high quality water is the hallmark of Bedford Park. It serves our customers, other 
municipalities, and attracts new business. The Central Avenue Pump Station is an older but critical facility needed 
to provide fresh Lake Michigan water to the Village residents and customers. 

The Village has partnered with Baxter & Woodman Consulting Engineers to replace the Central Avenue Pump 
Station, which has served the Village for over 65 years. Baxter & Woodman have over 70 years of experience in 
this field. The Water Department feels confident that this project will result in a more energy efficient and operator 
friendly station that will provide reliable service to the Village for years to come.  

Construction for replacing the Central Avenue Pump Station and rehabilitating the existing 3.5 MG reservoir will 
begin August 2016 and will be completed in the late summer of 2017.  

The Water Department’s goal was to design a practical, reliable, and abundant facility that will continue the 
Village’s reputation for having a large water supply. 

The Water Department staff is to be commended for getting a good head start on this project that will result in 
the Village saving thousands of dollars. 

Water Works News 
By: Supt. Jim Gifford 

 

Public Works News 
By: Supt. Kevin Ormins 
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I hope you all are enjoying your summer! While there were plenty of fireworks 
in the Village over 4th of July weekend, I am happy to say that we had no 
firework related injury or fires. Fire and EMS personnel always worry about 
our residents during the annual holiday festivities. I would also like to remind                                                
everyone to stay hydrated during the summer, especially during prolonged 
periods of extreme heat and humidity. Heat related illness can sneak up on 
you and become quite serious without realizing there is a problem. 

New Ambulances 
The Fire Department will take delivery in mid-July of two new Road Rescue  
ambulances. The new ambulances have all of the most up-to-date technology 
and safety features. Along with our 2013 Road Rescue ambulance, the new 
purchase will put our ambulance fleet in great shape for the next several years. 
Upgrading our fleet will save us significant maintenance costs by retiring our  
current, aging ambulances. 
 
EMS Saves 
The Fire Department now has deployed a Lucas Chest Compression System on  
each ambulance. This system does chest compressions during CPR at the  
correct speed and depth to provide the best chance of surviving a heart attack. 
Over the past year, our EMS personnel have had several “saves” that they  
believe are accountable to having this new device on the ambulance. 
 
Safe-Sitter 
The Fire Department would like to announce the new curriculum for our  
Safe-Sitter program. We have been teaching Safe-Sitter to local school  
children for several years now. The new curriculum includes CPR training 
and some new activities to engage children in learning to babysit, either 
for siblings or as a service to earn money. Parents can be confident in  
leaving children with a Safe-Sitter trained teen because the sitter has 
learned how to deal with children, including behavior problems, safety, 
some basic first-aid, and CPR. The program is nationally recognized and  
requires that our instructors be trained by Safe-Sitter. There is a nominal 
fee for the class to cover the cost of materials. Look for our first class in  
the fall! 
 
Insurance Service Office Rating (ISO) 
In late August, the Fire Department will be visited by an ISO field 
representative for our periodic rating. The grading takes into account all 
aspects of the Fire Department including response, personnel, training, 
equipment, communications, and fire prevention. Currently, Bedford Park 
enjoys a class 2 rating, which puts us in the top 3% of all fire departments in 
the country. The grade represents a lot of hard work on behalf of many 
people, outstanding support and investment by the Village Board. 

Fire Department News 
By: Fire Chief Sean Maloy 
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Police Department News 
By: Police Chief Dan Godfrey 

 

New Law Changing 911 Dispatch Centers 
In July of 2015, the Governor passed P.A. 99-0006, which changed the way 911 dispatch centers would 
operate in Illinois. The law states that each 911 center must encompass a population of at least 25,000 
residents. Our population in Bedford Park is under 600, so this law prompted a change in our 911 dispatch 
center. To accommodate the law and to save the jobs of our four full-time dispatchers, we have been 
working diligently to coordinate with surrounding agencies to establish a joint 911 center. Fortunately, we 
believe we have accomplished that task. With that being said, the Bedford Park Police Department has 
entered into an agreement with the Village of Summit to dispatch their Police, Fire, and EMS. In addition, 
Bedford Park has joined with Hickory Hills Police Department who has entered into a dispatching 
agreement with the Village of Hometown. Between the four municipalities, we have an aggregate 
population of over 30,000 residents. We believe that this plan satisfies the State requirements of the new 
law. The four towns have submitted our plan to the state for their approval. If approved, the new combined 
dispatch center will be named the Des Plaines Valley ETSB. This action will save the jobs of our current 911 
dispatchers and maintain our local dispatch center to service the village.  
 
Clean Air Facility 
Traffic was a disaster on 70th Place in the industrial area of the village towards the end of May and early June. 
Because of its budget debacle, the State stopped sending notices to Illinois residents reminding them to get 
their vehicle emission test. When it was determined that Illinois was in jeopardy of losing Federal monies, 
notices went out in bulk to owners of vehicles advising them of their requirement of having their vehicles 
tested at an emissions center. As a result, instead of one month worth of people coming in to get their 
vehicle emission test at the Clean Air Facility on 70th Place, about four months of vehicle owners started 
showing up. You may have seen the result on our local news stations. For over two weeks prior to and 
through Memorial Day weekend, thousands upon thousands of vehicles descended upon the Clean Air 
Facility. The facility could not handle the volume of vehicles, which resulted in traffic backups all the way to 
Cicero Avenue (to the east), 79th Street (to the south), and Narragansett Avenue (to the west). Bedford Park 
police officers, along with help from Bridgeview and Justice ESDA, did what they could to keep the traffic 
flowing. Unfortunately, there was just not enough room for all of those vehicles. Our industrial area had the 
bulk of the frustration. Employees could not get to work, deliveries could not be received, and merchandise 
could not be shipped. 
 
As a result, the Village held a hearing to review the renewal of Clean Air Facility’s business regulation 
certificate. Representatives from Clean Air Facility understood the difficulties that were present for those 
two weeks and apologized for the debacle. They had assured the village and their industrial neighbors that 
what had happened will not happen again. They had made some additional testing machines available and 
had made some operational adjustments to make the process of being tested more quickly.  
 
As of today’s date, the measures they put in place appeared to have worked. The final week of June went 
better than anticipated with no overspill of vehicles onto 70th Place. However, the Village and the Police 
Department will continue to monitor traffic flow on 70th Place to ensure that no further disruption will occur 
and that traffic on 70th Place will not be impeded. 
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 “Hi Neighbor” Picnic 

August 20th, 2016 

4:00 - 9:00 pm 

 

4:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Jr. Firefighter Combat Challenge: 4:00-6:00 pm 

Kids Games: 4:30-8:00 pm 

Bingo: 5:00 pm 

Grand Prize Raffle: 7:00 pm (must be present to win) 

Fireworks: Dusk 
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Despite the uncooperative weather, the Village of Bedford Park Senior Services hosted a successful 3rd Annual 
Senior Prom on May 31, 2016. Resident seniors enjoyed the catered dinner from the Summit VFW and 
entertainment by karaoke artists Jason Avila and Jason Schvach. The Prom also featured a PhotoScape through 
Specks Photography:  
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Senior Services 
By: Senior Coordinator Laura Bell 

 

“A Taste of Bedford Park” 
Bedford Park Senior Services is also planning to host “A Taste of Bedford Park” that is tentatively scheduled for 
November. This event is hosted by resident seniors. It features food and beverages that are either made or 
served in Bedford Park. Last year’s samplings included: 5Rabbits, Magoo’s, Dempsey’s, Coach’s, TGI Friday’s, 
Dunkin Donuts, Checkers, Jimmy John’s, and Subway. We had a great turn out last year, and we are looking 
forward to another fun-filled event! 

Super Seniors 
We are also looking for resident seniors who are interested in joining our “Super Seniors” group. This group 
would meet once or twice a month for lunch and other possible outings. Seniors looking for more information 
or who are interested in joining the group can contact Laura Bell, the Senior Citizen Coordinator: 

Email: LBell@VillageofBedfordPark.com         Phone Number: (630)-973-7847 
 

 

 

mailto:LBell@VillageofBedfordPark.com
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Here’s what’s 
going on in the 

community! 

On May 20th, Village residents and employees had the 
opportunity to attend a White Sox game. This particular game 
was sponsored by the Village and included a spectacular 
firework display at the end of the game. Everyone had a great 
time. Also, Village resident Norman Kaminski was recognized 
and honored during the pregame ceremony for being a veteran 
and threw out the first pitch. Good throw, Norman!  

On Memorial Day, the Village 
held a remembrance ceremony 
at the Veteran’s Memorial, 
followed by a lunch at Southern 
Belles. The event had a great 
turnout! 
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6701 south Archer 

Bedford Park, IL 60501 

(708)-458-2067 


